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ST. THOMAS POLICE CHIEF CHRIS
HERRIDGE CALLS FOR A ‘TWO-STREAM’
CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM
5 Votes
It’s a great question. How are police supposed to keep this
community safe when the courts continually release or deal
lightly with repeat offenders?
Some with dozens of outstanding and fail to comply charges.
A revolving door police are stuck in while attempting to deal with
a record number of service calls, many involving social and
mental health issues.
All of which tax police resources at a time when there is a hue
and cry to defund police.
We presented this to St. Thomas Police Chief Chris Herridge this
week – which coincided with the release of the service’s 2020
annual report.
A document which revealed a 10 per cent increase in incidents
last year while the overall use of force rates for the service
dropped by 33 per cent.
The report notes, “This is a very strong indicator of officer
awareness, de-escalation skills along with education and training
capabilities of our officers.”
Herridge began the conversation by suggesting, “We’ve got to
figure out a way to deal with this issue we are having. It’s been termed catch and release and we have to find a way
to protect the victim and how do we look after vulnerable people as well.
“In some cases, the people involved in crime aren’t necessarily vulnerable people either, they are involved in crime
with no underlying addictions or mental health issues.”
The problem, stresses Herridge, is no one is being held in custody unless it is a serious offence.
But what about the victim who has had their property broken into or things stolen or mischief is done to their
property?
“Which seems to be happening more and more,” notes
Herridge.
“Our charges are going up, our incidents are increasing and
a lot of it has to do with social issues and the fallout from
that.”
Someone living in poverty or dealing with addictions.
“That’s why I don’t believe for the vulnerable person that
the criminal justice system is the answer. We may have to
go through that system, but incarceration is not the
answer.
“We need a rehabilitation stream. We need to figure out
how to help people and get them out of the rut they are
stuck in.
“Those who are addicted to something, need help because
they can’t find a way out on their own. So, we’re sending
people through the criminal justice system and back out on
the street you go but you have an underlying problem.”
So, what are we doing to solve that underlying problem,
stresses Herridge? What is the root cause?
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“We’re talking about decriminalizing some drugs. We’re not prosecuting simple possession charges because a person
is addicted to a drug.
“I certainly see that side, but what is the solution we have in place?

“It’s just release, release, release. We have people out on dozens of charges and they’re just being
released back to the street to repeat the crime over again because there’s really very little
consequence.”
“I equate that somewhat to let’s defund the police . . . but we have nothing in place to deal with it if the police don’t
respond to these social issues.”
And, it’s the same in the criminal justice system, advises Herridge.
“For those who are committing the serious crimes and do not have an underlying issue, what are we doing so that
they’re not committing that crime again?
“It’s just release, release, release. We have people out on dozens of charges and they’re just being released back to
the street to repeat the crime over again because there’s really very little consequence.”
The system is just not working, stresses a frustrated Herridge.

“We’re seeing people released without a home address, without a curfew and how do we monitor
that behaviour?”
“We need to come up with a better system, a system that’s going to look after the vulnerable person instead of just
putting them through the criminal justice system and back out on the street again.
“That’s not solving their issue and we need to help them. Turning them into criminals with no rehabilitation or no
help, we’re not doing them or society any favours.
And, for the hardened criminal, adds Herridge, we need to figure a way to deal with them when they commit a
serious crime.
“We’re seeing people released without a home address, without a curfew and how do we monitor that behaviour?
“What are we doing to try and turn that person around and make them into a productive member of society?”
Is it really the belief someone confined to time in the Elgin Middlesex Detention Centre will come out a better
person? Assuming they survive in a facility where there have been 18 deaths in the past dozen years.
And, what is the toll on police resources?
“If the problems keep increasing, crime keeps going up then police resources need to go up because how do we
deal with it? To deal with the vulnerable person and the victim and ensure community safety and well-being.

“A person in crisis is not a bad person. Something has happened to them that led them down this
path.”
“I truly don’t believe hiring expensive police officers is the answer to all these problems. We need to take a look at
reforming our justice system and take a look at our social and health-related systems.
“This is multi-faceted but a lot of it is falling on police. We need to get to the root cause of these problems because
if we don’t, the number of incidents is just going to keep going up, crime is going to keep going up.
“My biggest fear is we’re very fortunate in St. Thomas that we don’t have the violent crime that we’re seeing in
other municipalities like London and the bigger centres and I don’t want that happening here in St. Thomas.
“We need to figure a way to deal with this (lower-level crime) so we don’t get to that next level with an increase in
violent crime.”
The problem, asserts Herridge, is this is not an overnight fix.
“It’s years in the making but it’s caught up to us in a hurry. We have to have the investment in health care and
social services.
“Housing is one step for sure and the city is doing a great job with that. But, we can house everyone we want, but if
they still have an addiction issue or a mental health issue, then that is not the end-all to solve this problem.
“It’s like I say, we need two streams in the justice system. One stream for the hardened criminal and one stream for
the person who needs help. For that stream, you are not going to jail, you’re going to a rehabilitation centre.
“A person in crisis is not a bad person. Something has happened to them that led them down this path. We don’t
wake up in the morning and say, ‘Today I want to become addicted to drugs. Or, I want to live homeless or in
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poverty.’
“And, we’re not born in the world like that, either.”
Herridge recounted the story of an individual on the wrong path who did manage to turn things around and now
lives a productive life.
“Those are good news stories we need to hear more of. We need to find a way to create those good news stories.”

Questions and comments may be emailed toCity Scope
Visit us on Facebook
And a reminder, I can be heard weekday afternoons as news anchor and reporter on 94.1 myFM in St.
Thomas. As always, your comments and input are appreciated.
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